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Mayor Vito Frank Barbagallo. right, of Mongrassano. Italy, speaks yesterday at a reception hosted by 
Mount Vernon Mayor Clinton Young at City Hall. Barbagallo was born in Mount Vernon but moved back to 
Italy with his family at the age of 9. At left is translator Ralph Nudo. 

Italian m or returns to city
 
Mt. Vernon resident 
who left as boy visits 
his old neighborhood 
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The Journal News 

MOUNT VERNON - Vito 
Frank Barbagallo was 9 years old 
when his family decided to leave 
their Fifth Avenue home and re­
turn to their native Italy. ­

~ He never dreamed he would re­
turn to the city more than 30 years 
later as the mayor of Mongras­
sano. a small town in the Calabria 
region of Italy. to be honored by 
Mount Vernon Mayor Clinton 
Young. 

"It gives me great pleasure to 
return to this city." Barbagallo. 
now 43, said through a translator. 
"I am the son of two lands." 

Barbagallo left in 1973 and, al­
though he has not returned to the 
city since then, he said he remem­
bered many of the streets he 
played on as a child. Walking 
around the city, he kept on point­
ing to schools and other places 
that he clearly recalled. 

"This is the place where I was 
born," he said. "To come back and 
see this place ... I have many emo­

tions. It is indescribable." 
Mount Vernon was an Italian 

stronghold for years until the '70s 
and '80s when blacks and 'people 
from the Caribbean began moving 
into the city. Although there are 
fewer Italians in the city today. 
they maintain active civic associa­
tions and hold annual cultural 
events. 

Young pointed out city officials 
of Italian heritage, some of whom 
have served the city for years. 

"Everyone in Mount Vernon 
knows the serious and important 
impact Italian have had on our 
community," Young said. 'This. 
story is interesting because we 
sent Italy something, too." 

District Attorney Janet Difiore 
and city officials were present at a 
City Hall ceremony that recog­
nized Barbagallo's visit with an of­
ficial proclamation. The police de­
partment presented him with gifts 

like a department hat 
Building Commissioner Ralph 

Tedesco said Barbagallo's visit 
marks the first sister city agree­
ment reached under Young's ad­
ministration. 

"Italians and Italian-Americans 
have contributed to the fabric of 
this community and of the United 
States," Tedesco said. 

Barbagallo is traveling with the 
Calabrian Heritage Italian Ameri­
can Organization or CIAO, and 
tagged along with a folk group 
from his town that is touring the 
state through the CIAO. 

"He wanted to come back to 
Mount Vernon because this is 
where his roots are," said Ralph 
Nudo, president of the Carmel­
based CIAO. 

Reach Desiree Grand 
at dgrand@lohud.com 
or 914-696-8456. 
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