
OLD ITALY: Members of the Tira Diriltu perform at the Carmel Middle School Monday. 

CULTURAL HAPPENING: Ralph Nudo (left) chats with Felicia DiLeo and William Manfredonia about the 
Italian traditions demonstrated during the performance. (Photos by Eric Gross) 

lira Dirittu keeps Itahan heritage ahve
 
By Eric Gross 
Staff Reporter 

PATTERSON-A group of 
Italian musicians known as Tira 
Dirittu performed this week in 
Putnam County to spread the 
culture of their native land to 
American school children. 

Ralph Nudo, who moved to 
Putnam County a decade ago 
and last year formed the non­
profit Calabrian-Heritage Italian 
American organization, orga­
nized the concerts in both the 
Carmel and Mahopac school 
systems. 

Nudo explained the mission 
statement of his group was to 
promote culture: "Our children 

are our future. Without them, 
Italian culture won't survive!" 

On Monday, children in 
grades 5-12 enjoyed an hour 
long musical collection of 
"songs from the heart" at the 
George Fischer Middle School 
and on Tuesday, students at 
Mahopac High School, enjoyed 
a similar experience. "We pro­
claim that all Italian culture 
belongs not only to the Italians 
but to whoever has the desire to 
know more about it. We achieve 
this look at our history through 
stunning pictures and film and 
primarily through the poetry of 
songs that tells the story of 
plight, love, disdain and emo­
tion transcended through gener­

ations. Italians believe that song 
shares feelings and history for 
my people is expressed through 
song," said Nudo. 

Carmel's Felicia DiLeo, who 
teaches Italian, called the con­
cert "magnificent. One didn't 
have to be of Italian heritage to 
enjoy the music. The presenta­
tion of song and dance was rich 
in the Italian-Albanian history 
of the Calabrian region." 

Carmel Middle School 
Principal William Manfredonia 
agreed. "We all enjoyed the 
experience regardless· of age. 
This was a cultural happening 
that crossed age groups allow­
ing for a cultural and historical 
exchange," he said. 


